
Stop	the	Stigma:		Eliminating					
Stigmatizing	Language	

“Every	Word	Counts”	
  In the publicaƟon, Every Word Counts: Suggested Language and Usage 
for Tuberculosis CommunicaƟons, the authors describe how judgmental terms 
and negaƟve connotaƟon of words such as ‘defaulter’ and ‘suspect’ place 
blame for the disease and responsibility for adverse treatment outcomes on 
the paƟent.1 

               In order to assist in implemenƟng a change in the use of sƟgmaƟzing 
language, Heartland has commiƩed to join forces with the Global TB Commu-
nity, the InternaƟonal Union Against TB and Lung Disease, and the NaƟonal 
Society of TB Clinicians.  Heartland, with support from the Treatment AcƟon 
Group, developed this quick reference tool to aid in idenƟfying suggested                  
replacement language as a reminder of how our words may affect others.   
1From “Suggested language and usage for TB care, communicaƟons and      
publicaƟons” page 2    
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Language suggested by parƟcipants 

SƟgmaƟzing language and suggested replacements was idenƟfied by an HNTC survey 
requesƟng pledgers to idenƟfy language that they personally experienced or witnessed.  
**This list is non‐inclusive. 
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