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US Pediatric Tuberculosis

• Definition of pediatric tuberculosis (TB):
• TB disease in a person <15 years old

• In 2019:
• 8,916 TB cases were reported among all age groups 
• 367 (4.1%) were pediatric

Percentage of all 
casesNAge group

2.4%2150–4 years

1.7%1525–14 years



US States with Most Pediatric TB Cases 2019

Total  
Pediatric 

Cases
5-14 y/o< 5 y/oTotal casesState

6926431159Texas

5526292113California

21129558Florida

21813299Georgia

18810326Illinois



Reported TB Cases by Age Group, 
United States, 1993–2019
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Pediatric TB Cases by Age Group, 1993–2019
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Pediatric TB Cases by Age Group, 2019
(N=367)

<1 year
16%

1–4 years
43%

5–9 years
18%

10–14 years
23%



Pediatric TB Case Rates by Age Group, 1993–2019
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Distribution of Sex by Age Group, 
United States, 2019

Males (N=5,361) Females (N=3,555)
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Number of Pediatric TB Cases among U.S.-born and Non-
U.S.–born* Children, 1993–2019
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Pediatric TB Case Rates for U.S.-born and 
Non-U.S.–born* Children, 1993–2019
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Number of U.S. Pediatric TB Cases among U.S.-Born  Children 
by Parent/Guardian Status, 2010–2019
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Number of Pediatric TB Cases among U.S.-born
Children by Parent/Guardian Status, 2019   (N=293)

Non-U.S.–born 
parents/guardians*, 60%

U.S.-born parents/guardians, 29%

Parents/guardians with unknown origin, 
11%

*At least one parent/guardian was non-U.S.–born.



Pediatric TB Cases among 
U.S.-Born Children, by Age Group, 1994–2017

N=15,186
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Pediatric TB Cases among 
Non-U.S.–Born* Children, by Age Group, 1994–2017

N=5,131
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U.S.-Born Pediatric TB Cases by Race-Ethnicity, 
1994–2017
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White, non-Hispanic Black, non-Hispanic Hispanic American Indian/Alaska Native, non-Hispanic Asian, non-Hispanic

Note: Multiple race/ethnicity and unknown not shown; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander combined with Asian
Graph begins in 1994 to match the availability of population data



Non-U.S.–Born* Pediatric TB Cases by Race-Ethnicity, 
1994–2017
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U.S. Pediatric TB Cases by Site of Disease, 
1993–2017
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U.S. Pediatric TB Cases by Site of Disease and Age 
Group, Summed and Averaged Over 2013–2017
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Percentage of TB Cases in Children with Any Extrapulmonary 
Involvement by Age Group (Age <5), Summed and Averaged Over 

2013–2017
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Percentage of TB Cases in Children with Any Extrapulmonary 
Involvement by Age Group (Ages 5–14), Summed and Averaged Over 

2013–2017
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Number of U.S. Pediatric TB Cases with Drug 
Resistance, 1993–2016
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MDR TB = resistance to at least isoniazid and rifampin



U.S. Pediatric TB Cases by Reason Evaluated, 
2010*–2017
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U.S. Pediatric TB Cases by 
Case Verification Criteria, 1993–2017

N=22,037
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Importance of Contact Investigation

• US and Canada

• 158 of 4490 contacts 
(4%) developed TB 
disease

• Standard policy was 
followed for 
screening….but not all 
for prevention of 
progression to active 
disease

Contacts free of disease, proportion

0-5 y/o

J Infect Dis. 2018 August 14; 218(6): 1000–1008 



Take home points
• Pediatric TB cases, unlike adult TB cases, are more likely to 

be US born than non-US born

• Contact investigations have been, and still are, important in 
the detection of pediatric TB, especially in small children

• Pediatric TB is greatly under counted globally

• Failure to address TB in children happens at many levels


