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Case Study Summary
• 65-year-old male, Air Force veteran with a history of untreated hepatitis C. He has a 

“cough that will not go away,” and he has been “been feeling tired.” 
• Abnormal CXR, reveals extensive bilateral cavitary lesions. 
• History of positive TST “years ago” when he was in the military.
• TB clinic visit reveals: 

• AFB smear (+), Xpert (+)
• history of alcohol use
• unstable housing
• untreated HCV
• baseline LFTs = ALT 45 units/L,  and AST 60 units/L. 
• started RIPE by DOT
• visit #10 LFTs were elevated 
•Medications on HOLD



Cannot restart anti-TB therapy until LFT’s < 2 times upper limit of 
normal

•Re-challenge medications
• Introduce one drug at a time

•Liver Friendly Regimen

Case Study….continued



Case Study Continued…..
•Liver Friendly Regimen was started when LFTs were less than 
2 x upper limit of normal (Linezolid, EMB, Moxifloxacin)

•How do we monitor this patient for the remainder of TB 
treatment?
•Monitored LFTs closely
•Encourage adherence
•Re-educate patient to abstain from alcohol while on TB treatment 
•Review adverse effects
•Instruct patient to self monitor for side effects/adverse reactions  
while on meds



Most importantly:
Instruct patient to stop taking TB medications 
immediately and seek medical attention if  
symptoms of  hepatitis occur again.



Case Study….continued

The PHN closely assesses the patient for signs and symptoms of liver 
toxicity during the  remainder of TB treatment and the patient 
completed TB treatment successfully with 9 months of TB treatment. 



Monitoring Tools 

• Heartland National TB Center 
https://www.heartlandntbc.org/consult
ation/

https://www.heartlandntbc.org/consultation/
https://www.heartlandntbc.org/consultation/


Monitoring Tools
Texas Department of State Health 
Services 
https://dshs.texas.gov/disease/tb/forms.shtm

Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3833/Tuberculosis-
Medication-Monitoring-Report-PDF

https://dshs.texas.gov/disease/tb/forms.shtm
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3833/Tuberculosis-Medication-Monitoring-Report-PDF
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3833/Tuberculosis-Medication-Monitoring-Report-PDF


Joint Product Page
Centers of Excellence TB Training and Education Products

•https://sntc.medicine.ufl.edu/rtmccproducts.aspx

https://sntc.medicine.ufl.edu/rtmccproducts.aspx


Vision Screening 
Ishihara Test 
Test for red-green color 
blindness, and was created by Dr. 
Shinobu Ishihara 
Consists of a set of 38 colored 
dotted plates (called Ishihara 
plates) that either contain a 
number or path-shaped design.

Snellen chart 
Eye chart that can be used to measure visual 
acuity



Peripheral Neuropathy Tool Romberg Test



Group Exercise
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