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Overview of 
Contact Investigation (C.I.) 
Guidelines



• Understanding the role and importance of Contact 
Investigation Guidelines

• Understanding Contact Investigation Guidelines 
application in public health settings

Object ives 



American Thoracic Society (1976) created a simple guideline 
for contact invesitgations

National Tuberculosis Controllers Association & CDC (2005) 
created a new guideline 

History and Role 
of Contact  Invest igat ion Guidelines



Guidelines Content

● Decision to Initiate Contact 
Investigation 

● Investigating the Index Patient and 
Sites of Transmission

● Assigning Priorities to Contacts
● Diagnostic & Public Health 

Evaluation of Contacts
● Treatment for Contacts
● When to Expand a Contact 

Investigation

● Communicate Through Media
● Data Management & Evaluation of 

Contact Investigators
● Confidentiality & Consent for Contact 

Investigation
● Staffing & Training for Contact 

Investigation
● Contact Investigations in Special 

Circumstances
● Source - Case Investigation



•Decision to Init iate Contact  Invest igat ion
•Investigating the Index Patient and Sites of Transmission
•Assigning Priorities to Contacts
•Diagnostic & Public Health Evaluation of Contacts
•Treatment for Contacts
•When to Expand a Contact Investigation

LDH Office of Public Health



Anatomical site of disease
Sputum bacteriology
Radiographic Findings
Age
Behavior that increases aerosolization of secretions 
Administration of Effective Treatment

Likelihood of Transmission





•Decision to Initiate Contact Investigation

•Invest igat ing the Index Pat ient  and Sites of 
Transmission
•Assigning Priorities to Contacts
•Diagnostic & Public Health Evaluation of Contacts
•Treatment for Contacts
•When to Expand a Contact Investigation



Concentric Circle

Coworkers, 
boss, clients, 
janitors, 
lunchroom, 
mailroom

Friends, bible 
study, drinking 
buddies, kids’ 
friends, 
neighbors, 
employees and 
clients of 
doctors’ offices





•Decision to Initiate Contact Investigation
•Investigating the Index Patient and Sites of Transmission

•Assigning Priorit ies to Contacts
•Diagnostic & Public Health Evaluation of Contacts
•Treatment for Contacts
•When to Expand a Contact Investigation



Who is high 
risk?

Who is low?



•Decision to Initiate Contact Investigation
•Investigating the Index Patient and Sites of Transmission
•Assigning Priorities to Contacts

•Diagnost ic & Public Health Evaluat ion of Contacts
•Treatment for Contacts
•When to Expand a Contact Investigation





•Decision to Initiate Contact Investigation
•Investigating the Index Patient and Sites of Transmission
•Assigning Priorities to Contacts
•Diagnostic & Public Health Evaluation of Contacts

•Treatment  for Contacts
•When to Expand a Contact Investigation



Decision to Initiate Contact Investigation
•Investigating the Index Patient and Sites of Transmission
•Assigning Priorities to Contacts
•Diagnostic & Public Health Evaluation of Contacts
•Treatment for Contacts

•When to Expand a Contact  Invest igat ion



•Communicat ing through Media
•Data Management & Evaluation of Contact Investigations
•Confidentiality & Consent for Contact Investigation
•Staffing & Training for Contact Investigations
•Contact Investigations in Special Circumstances
•Source – Case Investigation



•Communicating through Media
•Data Management  & Evaluat ion of 
Contact  Invest igat ions
•Confidentiality & Consent for Contact Investigation
•Staffing & Training for Contact Investigations
•Contact Investigations in Special Circumstances
•Source – Case Investigation



Communicating through Media
•Data Management & Evaluation of Contact 
Investigations
•Confident iality & Consent  for 
Contact  Invest igat ion
•Staffing & Training for Contact Investigations
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•Source – Case Investigation



Communicating through Media
•Data Management & Evaluation of Contact Investigations
•Confidentiality & Consent for Contact Investigation
•Staffing & Training for Contact Investigations
•Contact  Invest igat ions in Special Circumstances
•Source – Case Investigation



Louisiana Department of Health
Office of Public Health
Bureau of Infectious Diseases

Questions?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

