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So, is the Contact Investigation Over?

A CI can be closed if

• Identified contacts have been assessed for TB in accordance with 
local policy 
•At some point, the TB program must decide when all reasonable 

investigative efforts have been exhausted

•Contacts with LTBI have completed or are close  to completing 
treatment

•No additional active TB cases among contacts
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When Should a Contact Investigation 
be Expanded?

Sometimes a CI has to be expanded if there is evidence of recent 
transmission

•Unexpectedly high TB disease or LTBI rates among priority 
contacts

•Large number of contacts with change in infection status from 
negative to positive

•TB disease in any contacts who had been assigned low priority 
or TB disease in those previously not identified as contacts

• Infection in any contacts younger than 5 years of age

Expanding a Contact Investigation 

•Decision to expand CI should be 
based on the investigation data
•Results should be reviewed 

weekly

•Decision should be made by 
supervisory staff

• In the absence of recent 
transmission, the investigation 
should not be expanded to 
lower-priority groups
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Working with the Media
Possible Situations for News Coverage

•Certain CIs have potential for sensational news coverage
•Examples include CIs that 

• Involve numerous contacts (especially children)
•Occur in public settings
•Occur in workplaces
•Are associated with TB fatalities
•Are associated with drug-resistant TB 

Reasons for Participating in 
News Media Coverage (1)

•Educates the public about TB

•Reminds the public of the continued presence of TB 
and the importance of public health efforts

•Provides another method to alert exposed contacts 
for the need to seek a medical evaluation

•Relieves public fears regarding TB 
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Reasons for Participating in 
News Media Coverage (2)

•Illustrates health department leadership in 
communicable disease control

•Guides public inquiries to the health department

•Validates the need for public resources to be directed 
to disease control

Strategy for News Coverage

• Prepare media messages

• Develop communication objectives

• Issue news release in advance of any 
other media coverage

• Collaborate with partners outside the 
health department 
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THANK YOU!!!!
Chelsea Hargrave
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