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Treatment shortening regimen – 

Drug Sensitive TB

N Engl J Med 2021;384:1705-18. 

2234 participants (194 PLHIV, 1703 with cavity on CXR)
Randomized 1:1:1 to 3 arms

Noninferiority study 



Notes:
• HRZE dosed at standard doses
• Dosed daily, 7 days/week, observed 5 days/week
• Rifapentine 1200 mg (8 tablets)
• Moxifloxacin 400 mg 
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N Engl J Med 2021;384:1705-18. 

6.6 %

Study 31 - Results



Safety and Efficacy Study 31/A5349

https://www.treatmentactiongroup.org/publication/an-activists-guide-to-shorter-treatment-for-drug-sensitive-tuberculosis/



Potential Challenges

• Pill burden

• 1 INH, 8 rifapentine, 1 moxifloxacin, 1 pyridoxine   (everybody gets these) 
+ PZA for weight

• Tolerability (versus safety, efficacy)

• Familiarity with the regimen
• Substitutions? 

• There is no guidance on substituting any of the drugs
• EOT and they need more treatment?

• There is no real guidance on how long to extend treatment

• Drug shortages! 
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